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Council Members  

Minister: Ron Zachman         
Vice-Minister: Cheryl Griese 
Secretary: Kevin O’Connell 
Treasurer: Cecelia Jensen 
Formation: Dcn. Kim Jensen 
Councilor: Barb Zachman 
Spiritual Assistant:                            
Sr. Karen Niedzielski, OSF                     
Provincial Spiritual Assistant:                            
Fr. Ed McKenzie, OFM 

Gathering ~ 7pm 

3rd Thursday of the month             
Council Meeting: 6:15pm      
Mtg Rms. 1 & 2 St. Andrew 

Liturgy of the Hours 

St. Bonaventure Memorial  
Begin: Pg. 1430                
Hymn:  #172                    
Canticle:  696                  
Closing : Pg. #1194                
Psalm:   Ron Zachman      
Scripture: Barb Zachman                                                      

July 15th Meeting  

Spirit Deadline                
29 day of each month     
Eva Jahnke, OFS~Editor 

Jesus, Mary, Joseph Save Souls  

THE SPIRIT 
 FRANCISCAN  FORMATION                 

Mk. 6:30-34  The Word of God                             
Sisteenth Sunday Ordinary, July 18th, 2021
         

 The apostles gathered together with Jesus and reported all 

they had done and taught.  He said to them, “Come away by 

yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while.”  People were coming 

and going in great numbers, and they had no opportunity even to eat.  

So they went off in the boat by themselves to a deserted place.  People 

saw them leaving and many came to know about it.  They hastened 

there on foot from all the towns and arrived at the place before them. 

When he disembarked and saw the vast crowd, his heart was moved 

with pity for them, for they were like sheep without a shepherd; and 

he began to teach them many things. 

                                            Reflection 

Despite the a*empt by Jesus and the apostles to discreetly slip away 

and get some quiet 9me and rest, the crowd followed them.  Jesus and 

those who are poor are a*racted to each other like a magnet.  He was 

the shepherd and they were the sheep.   Perhaps they recognized Jesus 

as the good shepherd, the one Isaiah prophesied about, the one who 

will feed His sheep.  Jesus had a fatherly affec9on for those who 

followed Him.  They shared hunger, lack of sleep and comfort.  They 

shared rejec9on from those who should be most welcoming, the 

Pharisees.  Jesus a*empted to reach as many of the poor as possible, 

traveling through towns and villages preaching the Kingdom of God.  He 

________
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Year  of  St.  Joseph                                     
December 8th 2020~December 

8th 2021

Prayer to Saint Joseph   
Remember, O most chaste 

spouse of the Virgin 
Mary, that never was it 
known that anyone who 
implored your help and 

sought your intercession 
was left unaided.  
Inspired by this 

confidence, I fly unto you, 
my spiritual father, and 
beg your protection.  O 

Foster Father of the 
Redeemer, despise not my 

petitions, but in your 
goodness, hear and 
answer me. Amen

 was truly “the good shepherd who gives His life for His sheep.”    

 In his poem “The Tree of Life”: Fourth fruit, the 
Plen8tude of His Piety,  St Bonaventure tells us how we can 
truly be Franciscan in the spirit of St. Francis in devo8on to our 
Lord.   “Like MaFhew, therefore follow this most dedicated 
shepherd; like Zaccheus receive Him with hospitality;  like the 
sinful woman, anoint Him with ointment and wash His feet with 
your tears;  wipe them with your hair and caress them with 
kisses, so that finally, with the woman presented to Him for 
judgement, you may deserve to hear the sentence of 
forgiveness: “Has no one condemned you?  Neither will I 

condemn you.  Go and sin no more.”                                                                 
                                                                                                                            

        Dcn. Kim Jensen~Formation Director 
  Forma8on:  Chapter 4~pages 77-82 for our August mee8ng. 

Next San Damiano Fraternity Gathering July 15th, 2021                
This is our Summer Social MeePng                                           

Liturgy will begin at 6:15 PM followed by a                            
Potluck Meal, short meePng, and trivia challenge.                                     
Everyone bring a dish to share and enjoy the fun!                 

Begins at 6:15 PM in MeePng Rooms 1 & 2                         
_______________________________________________ 

              THE NEW PENTECOST                      
 “More than once we have asked ourselves what the 
greatest needs of the Church are...what is the primary and 
ul8mate need of our beloved Holy Mother Church?...This need 
is the Spirit...the Church needs her eternal Pentecost; she 
needs fire in her heart, words on her lips, a glance that is 
prophe?c.                                                                                                                                                                                      

 The Holy Spirit is the "Soul" of the Church, the “Soul”      
that ignites, animates and invigorates the "Bride". The Church 
needs a constant inner renewal by Her "Soul Mate" if She is to 
remain "forever young", living in the devo8on and fresh vitality 
of her "youthful" Pentecostal beginnings (see Jer. 2:2).             
 Source:  ”Rivers of Renewal”…hFp://www.hisglobalove.org/ 
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 The story of the San Damiano Fraternity begins in 1995 when a 

couple (Mary and Jerry Witzman) moved to Elk River from Minneapolis.  

They were professed Secular Franciscans and had been acPvely involved in 

the St. Anthony of Padua Fraternity in Minneapolis.  They brought with them a love for the Secular 

Franciscan lifestyle, and wanted to share that experience with members of their new community.                                                                                                                  

 They discussed their interest in the Secular Franciscans with Father Bob Kiefer (pastor at st. 

Andrew).  Father Bob was also a Secular Franciscan.  He immediately offered his support and 

encouragement, and became acPvely involved in the formaPon acPviPes, and even served as a 

sponsor to some new members.                                                                                                                         

 Two Franciscan Sisters from Li`le Falls (Sister Giles Weyandt, OSF and Sister Marceline 

Virnig, OSF had just been assigned to St. Andrew.  They agreed to serve as Spiritual Assistants and 

provide guidance to the new fraternity.                                                                                                               

 The St. Cloud Fraternity in St. Cloud, MN. offered to sponsor the group along with financial 

support, guidance, and a formaPon facilitator.  Since the sponsoring fraternity was under 

jurisdicPon of the Franciscan Friars of the Sacred Heart Province, the new fraternity would also 

come under the jurisdicPon of the Sacred Heart Province.                                                                         

  In 1996 we planned the first “Come and See” meePng, and eight people expressed an 

interest in beginning their Franciscan journey.  With the help of a formaPon facilitator, they started 

their eighteen months of formaPon.  On November 17, 1997 these first members made a public 

and permanent commitment to the Secular Franciscan Rule and to live the Gospel life to the best 

of their ability.  With the profession of these new members, we had taken the first step and we 

were now considered a “developing community.”  We elected our first council and started to 

funcPon as a fraternity.  We wrote our first guidelines and selected ‘San Damiano’ as our name.  It 

was in a small abandoned church of St. Damian (San Damiano) where St. Francis heard God’s call 

to rebuild the Church.  The group felt that God called us, here in Elk River, to that same mission, ~~ 

this is where we heard the call ~~ this is our San Damiano.                                                                       

 With the approval of Bishop John Kinney, Bishop of the St. Cloud Diocese, the approval of 
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Memorial to Mary Witzman

Founder of San Damiano Fraternity
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the Franciscan Friars of the Sacred Heart Province, the approval of the Queen of Peace Region, and 

the support of Father Joe Korf, Pastor of St. Andrew; the San Damiano Fraternity was canonically 

established in a special ceremony on Sunday, July 31, 2000.  We were now a fraternity in our own 

right.                                                                                                                                                                           

 We serve the church through a mulPtude of ministries and we serve the community 

through financial support for CAER Food DistribuPon Center & Franciscan Brothers of Peace.                            

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                                                      

  Wife, Mother, Founder of San Damiano Fraternity, Rosary Maker, Spirit Editor, 

Secretary, FormaPon Director, Vice Minister, Treasurer, Councilor, just a few hats Mary needed to 

wear to move San Damiano forward!!  Thank you to Mary and Jerry for sharing the desire and 

passion to bless St. Andrew with a religious order…The Secular Franciscan Order.   San Damiano 

has become a pillar of strength and support, through prayer, formaPon, friendship and hospitality 

in all our lives.                                                                                                                                                                              

 St. Francis heard the call of Jesus and with the help of the Holy Spirit, his life was 

transformed.  Francis and Mary teach each of us what we can do when we take one step at a Pme 

carrying out our ‘YES’ to the Holy Spirit by living the virtues we were taught by Holy Mother 

Church!                                                                                                                             

 Detachment from the secular world is what God is calling us to; along with a strong desire 

to enter into the supernatural world of Trinitarian love…Mary and Jerry heard the call from Christ 

to help form others to live what St. Francis lived, ‘Life to Gospel, Gospel to Life.’  Twenty-one years 

and an a`endance roster that, on average, has always had 25 acPve members.  What a blessing 

Jerry and Mary are to all of us who are now carrying on, the passion and mission of the San 

Damiano Fraternity.  We must conPnue to move out into the deep.  Deepening our love and 

commitment, to formaPon, trust, faith, fidelity, and loyalty to our Lord.                                                              

    She has len us with a Legacy of Franciscan love and life.  She brought St. Francis of Assisi 

into our lives and I for one will be forever grateful…Hope you enjoyed this memorial to Mary 

Witzman, Founder of San Damiano Fraternity…Eva Jahnke, OFS                                                                                                                 
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O soul are you weary and troubled?                                                                                                                          
No light in the darkness you see?                                  
There's light for a look at the Savior                                                                                                                   
And life more abundant and free

Turn you eyes upon Jesus
Look full in His wonderful face
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim
In the light of His glory and grace
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Pilgrims, We Leave Concerns of the World Behind Us               
Your temple is my joy, Lord of heaven’s might.  I am 
eager for it, eager for the courts of God.  One day 
within your courts is worth a thousand without. 

Psalm 84:2-3, 11 

                     Morning Reading                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                            
 “Anyone who wants to prac9ce perfect poverty,” he said, “must renounce all worldly wisdom 
and even secular learning, to a certain extent.  Divested of these possessions, he will be able to make the 
great acts of God his theme (cf. Ps 73,15-16) and offer himself naked to the embrace of the Crucified.  
Anyone who clings to his own opinions in the depths of his heart has not renounced the world perfectly.”  
 When speaking about poverty to the friars, Francis oXen quoted the words of the Gospel, “Foxes 
have holes, and the birds of the air their res9ng places; the Son of Man has nowhere to lays head” (Mt 
8:30), and he gave orders that the houses they built should be small, like those of the poor.  There the 
friars should live not as if the house belonged to them, but as strangers and pilgrims in a house which 
was not their own.  It was part of a pilgrim’s life, he said, to shelter under another’s roof and pass on 
peacefully, longing for home.   St. Bonaventure, Major Life of St. Francis 

Just as true pilgrims going to Jerusalem leave behind house and land, wife and children, making 
themselves poor and berec of all possessions in order to travel lightly the whole way, so, if you would be 
a spiritual pilgrim, you must divest yourself of all that you possess, good deeds and bad, and cast them 
all behind you; you must become so poor in your own es8ma8on that there is nothing of your own doing 
that you can rely on; just desire evermore grace and love, and seek always the spiritual presence of Jesus; 
if you do this, then you wiliest your heart fully on gedng to Jerusalem and nowhere else but there.  This 
means that you will set your heart en8rely on having nothing but the love of Jesus, and the spiritual 
sigh8ng of him that he will give you; that alone is what you have been created and redeemed for, and 
that is your beginning and your end, your joy and your bliss.  Walter Hilton 

                                                                    For ReflecPon 

 God, my des9na9on, help me remember that I am a pilgrim in this world, making my way 
to eternal life with you. 

                           Evening Reading                                                                                                                                          
  We should have no more use or regard for money in any of its forms than for dust.  Those 
who think it is worth more or who are greedy for it, expose themselves to the danger of being   
deceived by the devil.  We have leX everything we had behind us; we must be very careful now not 
to lose the kingdom of heaven for so li*le.  The Rule of 1221                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                                               

Source: A Dwelling Place Within~St. Francis  of Assisi 
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May 20, 2021 San Damiano Council/ Gathering Meeting Minutes 

6:15 PM Meeting started with a prayer from Ritual of the Secular Franciscan Order

Council Members Present: Minister: Ron Zachman~ Vice Minister: Cheryl Griese,  
Secretary: Kevin O’Connell~Treasurer: Cecelia Jensen, Councilor: Barb Zachman, Formation 
Director: Deacon Kim Jensen, Spiritual Assistant: Sr. Karen Niedzielski~Others attending Chris 
Mathais, OFS~~Kevin read Council minutes from our May meeting. Barb made a motion to 

accept minutes as read Kim seconded the motion-motion carries, Cecelia read the treasury 
report for 01-31 May,  2021.  Cheryl made a motion to accept the treasury minutes as read 
~Kevin seconded the motion~Motion carries.
Old Business:
A .Queen of Peace Regional Meeting June 4-6 was attended by Ron and Christopher.
B. Future of Zoom-since we don’t have that many using this platform we are suspending Zoom.
C. Update on Spiritual Assistant- Sr. Karen is still with this position till October.  Five fraternities 
are without Spiritual Assistance and this is a problem in the Region. One option for us is 
allowing Deacon Kim to prayerfully consider taking the necessary coursework.  
D. Kevin did have three Masses said for Jerry.
E. September 16, 2021 is when our elections are held. Tom kept the flip charts to help with the 
recording of the results.  Christopher is the chairman and needs help with the election.
New Business:
A. Queen of Peace:  Christopher and Ron’s reflections: we need to be together as a Fraternity.  

In person meetings support the community.  We need community. We must love our 
neighbor.  Those concerned about Covid and vaccination can wear a mask and practice 

Social Distancing when they do return.  B. At the Regional meeting we are directed to follow 
HIPPA Rules regarding the vaccines.  We are not to ask if someone has been 
vaccinated.  C.  2023 Spring Retreat St. Cloud will do this retreat.  They have asked us to 
share the retreat with them. This will mark their 100th Anniversary.  They have secured a 
speaker and are asking us to share some of the expense.  Kevin made a motion to help with 

this by providing $800.00 to aid with this retreat.  D. Kevin contacted Melissa about having a 
potluck as we did before Covid.  Melissa said it is ok to do this as long as we sanitize after 
our meal.  Our next meeting is July 15th and we will combine the council and fraternity 
meeting together so we can have our Social.  Let’s do a true potluck and bring a dish to 
share. Formation; July meeting will not have formation.  Deacon Kim asked that we read and 
reflect on chapter 4~pages 77-82 for our August meeting.

Please remember to keep Sr. Karen in prayer as she is having surgery on her heart. 

Meeting was closed with a prayer.  Next meeting will be on July 15.  Submitted by Kevin O’Connell    
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MISSION STATEMENT 

We, the members of the San Damiano 
Community, are of the secular community 
established by St. Francis of Assisi, Seraphic 
Father. We are a family living in the world, but 
not of the world. We are striving through 
prayer, penance, and mutual support to live 
the Gospel life of Christ as inspired by St. 
Francis. We intend to be lights of Gospel 
living to those around us through our example 
and apostolic actions.

VISION STATEMENT 

We, the members of the community of San 
Damiano, recognize Christ’s voice in the 
Franciscan calling to go forward bringing the 
Good News of salvation to all people. It is our 
vision that by the strength of Jesus and in the 
spirit of Francis, we should rise above our 
fears, our hesitations and our weaknesses and 
put on the new man, there-by become Christ 
to all and to our joy, find Christ in all.

Happy Birthday  

San Damiano Fraternity Members  

July   

Janet O’Connell, OFS ~July 7th  

August  

Rober Koehler, OFS~August 3rd          

May Our Awesome God                                       
bless you abundantly.                                 

in the coming year. 

Pope Francis Intention     
July 2021 

Social Friendship 
 We pray that, in social, economic  

and political situations of conflict,  

we may be courageous and 

passionate architects of dialogue 

and friendship.

Jerry Witzman, OFS…April 23, 2003                 

Lorraine Lock, OFS…July 2, 2008                           

Gloria McDermott, OFS…August 15, 2010                  

Sr. Marcelline Virnig, OFS…April 2, 2012         

Sr. Giles Weyandt, OFS…November 16, 2012        

Anna Gebbie, OFS…March, 2013.                         

Betty Lefebvre, OFS…September 24, 2015.             

Jack Longie, OFS…July 21, 2018                            

Louise Mulvaney…December 13, 2019                        

Dcn. Greg Steele…March 25, 2020                            

Jeanette Polejewski…January 11, 2021             

Mary Witzman…April 4, 2021.                          

May Christ, who called you, take you to himself; 

may angels lead you to Abraham's side.  Grant 

them eternal rest, O Lord, and may your light 

shine on them forever.  Amen

Please pray for our  
beloved deceased 
Fraternity members


